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Jessie Pritts and Greg Schaner from EPA   



Who are some of the other major players?  

• Robert Kennedy Jr  

• Founder of the Water 

Keeper Alliance Org.  



EPA proposed  effluent standard on 

brown water discharge from projects 

 Issues reported by Watershed Districts 



Jessie Pritts 

Chief author of EPA general Permit   



An example of the first proposed 

effluent standard of 13 NTU   



Example of second effluent 

standard of 280 NTU   



Leah Pilconis  
Environmental Council  

for AGC 



What took the place of the  effluent 

standard? 
• Lots more documentation on projects 

• Rigorous site inspections and reports  

• Corrective action requirements and corrective 
action reports 

• Rigorous requirements if near or discharging to 
impaired waters, special waters    

• Requirements for buffers  

• Signing/certification of forms and SWPPP  

• Emphasis on pollution prevention and use of any 
chemicals 

• Training requirements   



Are you ready 

for the 

requirements  

enacted by the 

EPA ?  



How does this affect you?  

• EPA requirements are  directly applicable 

on Native American lands and projects  

• Affects future provisions the next time the 

storm water permit are revised in states 

• Minnesota is in the process of revising its 

permit and must incorporate various 

provisions   



The EPA storm water permit  

• 164 pages 

• 24 pages on buffers 

• Training  

• Site inspections 

• Site inspection documentation 

• Corrective action/reports  

• Detailed requirements when using chemicals for 
storm water management  

• Real emphasis on pollution prevention   







Tight restrictions on Flocculants 

• Chitosan 

• Polyacrylamide 





• Use erosion and sediment controls prior to and after application of 

treatment chemicals  

• Select appropriate treatment chemicals based on soils/turbidity  

• Minimize risk of discharge from any stored chemicals  

• Comply with other state/local requirements  

• Use in accordance with good engineering practices, specifications 

and dosing rate  

• Ensure proper training of all personnel handling/using the chemicals  

• Comply with any additional requirements herein regarding cationic 

flocculants  

• Provide documentation in the SWPPP on when treated, chemicals 

used, treatment methods and dosing  

 

 

 



Must test water pH and flocculent prior to use  





More wordage on material and  

chemical use and storage 



Pollution prevention and leaks 









Mass grading stage  



Perimeter control is required 



Buffer requirements  

• Retain 50 ft natural 
buffer next to surface 
water bodies  

• Measured beyond 
ordinary high water 
mark or top of bank 
which ever distance is 
greater  

• Utilize equivalent 
BMPs for buffer 
widths less than 50 ft  

 



Exemptions  

• Surface water is more than 50 ft away 

• There is no drainage or discharge toward the 

surface water 

• No natural buffer exists due to prior development  

• There is no space on linear projects due to right-

of-way constraints 

• Water crossing or water conveyance structures 

• Construction in an area of the project approved 

under terms of a 404 permit      





EPA estimated buffer efficiency based on 

their  RUSLE 2 calculations  



EPA example chart of equivalent BMPs to 

use in reduced buffer width situations  



Must minimize generation of dust  



Must preserve native topsoil on the  site 



Must minimize soil compaction 
Reduce equipment use in areas  

Properly condition/loosen the soil  



Sequential stabilization requirements   

• Initiate soil stabilization 

practices immediately 

when soil disturbing 

activities have temporarily 

or permanently ceased on 

portions of site for 14 or 

more days  

• Stabilize areas within the 

14 day time frame  



Stockpile protection and inlet protection 

provisions  



Requirements to use site access BMPs  



Maintenance of controls  

• Must ensure that all controls are installed 

properly and remain in effective operating 

condition at all times  

• If controls need to be replaced or maintained 

must fix the problem immediately and complete 

the work by end of the next work day  

• If significant repair or replacement is required, 

must complete the work in 7 days    



Site inspections  

• Must be done by  “qualified” person 

• Must conduct inspections at least  

       Once every 7 days  

            OR  

       Every 7 days and within 24 hrs of rain events       

 .      0.25 inches or greater  

 

 If the site discharges to special or impaired waters must 
conduct inspections every 7 days and within 24hrs of  
rain events 0.25 inches or greater  

 

 

  



Site inspections continued  

• Stabilized areas….. Once per month  

• Arid areas….. Once per month and within 24 hrs 

of rain events 0.25 inches and greater 

• Frozen conditions… may suspend inspections if  

         Runoff is unlikely based on historical data 

         Land disturbance is suspended 

         All disturbed areas are temporarily stabilized  

If conducting work during frozen conditions must 

inspect at least once each month     









What is required in the  SWPPP? 



SWPPP content  
• Identification of  the storm water team 

• Description of the construction activity 

• Identification of site operators  

• Sequence and dates of construction activities  

• Site map  

• Listing of chemicals to be used  

• Any sources of non-storm water discharge 

• Buffer descriptions, locations and documentation  

• Storm water control measures to be used  

• Stabilization BMPs and sequencing 

• Storm water treatment chemicals  

• Pollution prevention procedures/ storage/waste  

• Procedures for inspection/corrective action  

• Maintenance of BMPs  

• Staff training  

• Must sign and certify the SWPPP  

 





Site map continued  





Sunset from your friends in Washington  


